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MPOs, and states in defining a research agenda that will help them
address the issues they face. The federal government should serve as a
catalyst to bring together the various parties involved in the use of
technologies such as information systems in order to define joint
needs, to promote standardization, and to encourage research on and
dissemination of innovations in cargo handling and intermodal
freight transportation (Chapter 8).

As the ISTEA shifts the locus of decision making toward states and
MPOs, it remains important for the federal government to communi-
cate the national interest in routes that are critical for moving inter-
state and international commerce. The committee recommends that
the Office of Intermodalism make certain that studies are conducted
periodically on the port access routes important to interstate and
international commerce and national defense and that this informa-
tion be conveyed to state and local officials responsible for funding
decisions and to all parties concerned about the improvement of these
routes (Chapter 7).

Policy research is also needed at the federal level. For example, the
committee examined a proposal for establishing a national port land-
side access trust fund supported by revenues earned from a fee im-
posed on cargo moving through the port complex. A national
requirement would improve the ability of ports to charge a landside
access fee, the revenues of which would be used to provide the local
matching funds to federal transportation aid. Although appealing in
concept, potential difficulties require additional study and analysis to
determine if they could be resolved, and doing so was beyond the
resources of this committee. The Office of Intermodalism should
ensure that a study is carried out on the feasibility of the proposal for
a landside access trust fund (Chapter 7).

The ISTE A also calls for the creation of a National Commission on
Intermodal Transportation, which will study the status and problems
of intermodal transportation and recommend resources needed to
correct these problems. The findings of this report and the foregoing
recommendations would also apply to this commission.

ADDITIONAL FEDERAL, STATE, AND PORT
OPPORTUNITIES

A variety of steps can be taken to resolve port access problems that do
not fall under the provisions of the ISTEA.